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A DISCOURSE ON THE PRINCIPLES OF THE PROTESTANT 
REFORMATION AND THE ERRORS OF POPERY: 


Delivered in the Fourth Presbyterian Church, in Washington, D. C., 
March 19th, 1845, at the request of the Protestant Reformation So- 
ciety, by Ezra Stites Exy, D. D. 


In the beginning of the sixteenth century of the Christian era, the 
race of man upon earth may be reasonably estimated to have amounted 
to about six hundred millions. Of these, three-fourths, or four hun- 
dred and fifty millions, were either Pagan idolaiers, Mussulmen, er 
Jews. The remaining one hundred and Sifty millions were called 
Christians. Of these, a few were followers of Jesus, of primitive sim- 
plicity, who inhabited the Alpine regions; a much larger number were 
members of the Greek Church, and the great mass acknow ledged the 
Pope of Rome as the Supreme Head of the Church, to whom they 
owed allegiance. ‘Throughout nearly the whole of Christendom he was 
hailed as sovereign Lord, the Great High Priest of our holy religion, 
the successor of St. Peter, the representative of Christ, and even as 
God on earth. He claimed to be, and was generally owned as king of 
kings, and lord of lords, before whom men were required to show that 
reverence which is due only to their Creator. Nearly all who professed 
Christianity were Papistical Greeks, or were included in what was called 
the Holy Roman Catholic Church ; and were regarded, in temporal and 
spiritual things, as the subjects of His Holiness, the vicarious Son of 
God, the Bishop of Rome. ‘The potentates of the Roman empire cre- 
ated the Pope by gradually giving him power and possessions ; and 
then held their crowns by his leave, or were deposed at his pleasure. 
Their kingdoms, by his nod, were laid under his interdict, if their rulers 
rebelled ; and this excluded the people from all civil rights, religious 
privileges, and even Christian burial. 
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The worship of God was conducted in the Romish Church, wherever 
found, exclusively in the Latin, which, long since, had become a dead 
language. The Bible, when allowed to be read at all, might rarely be 
read in any other than the Vulgate translation. All ecclesiastical pow- 
ers, and officers in the Church, emanated from the Pope, who created 
holy orders, cardinals, bishops, legates, monasteries, nunneries, and 
courts of inquisition, at his will. His bull was the supreme law of the 
greater portion of the civilized world. He decreed modes of worship 
and forms of prayer ; appointed the consecration of churches and bu- 
rial grounds ; authorized the baptism of bells, the sprinkling of holy wa- 
ter on herds of animals and men, and the adoration of images, relics, cru- 
cifixes and saints; decided all matters of faith; absolved men from the 
obligations of the moral law ; pretended to pardon all sins; and sold in- 
dulgences for the practice of the most horrible crimes. He exalted him- 
self above all that is called God, by pretending to create divinity, to ren- 
der violations of the divine law innocent ; by legalizing unlawful things ; 
and expunging the sins of burglary, robbery, fornication, incest, adul- 
tery, bigamy, perjury, blasphemy, and murder. He professed to give 
power to his priests to convert bread, wine, wood, stone, gold and silver 
into proper objects of adoration. He professed to render marriage un- 
lawful for priests, monks and nuns, and required of them perpetual 
celibacy ; while he tolerated, for money, every conceivable violation of 
the seventh commandment. He claimed power over the bodies and 
souls of men in the present life, and in the life to come, in which he 
invented a purgatorial prison for departed spirits, whom he could re- 
lease and admit to heaven, or consign to hell. He claimed power to 
dispense pardons and indulgences from a common fund placed at his 
disposal, made up of the merits of Christ’s sacrifice for sin, and of 
works of supererogation, dene by the saints on earth. By his myrmidons 
he arrested whom he would, on any accusation, or mere suspicion of 
some offence, in thought, word, or action against himself, or his subal- 
terns, or some of his ordinances, and subjected them to imprisonment, 
torture and death; so that no subject of his despotism had any safety 
for his temporal possessions, liberty, limbs or life. If the arrested per- 
sons confessed crimes against the holy mother church, of which they 
had been suspected, or accused, they were tortured by thumb-screws, 
slow fires, hot pincers, or the rack ; and if they would not confess, they 
received the same horrid treatment. No man might hold any opinion 
contrary to the decretals of the Pope, or indulge in any mode of wor- 
ship not authorized by him, under penalty of excommunication from 
the Church, the confiscation of all his goods, and incarceration for life, 
even ifthe tender mercy of the Inquisitors exempted him from the gal- 
lows, the gibbet, the burning faggots, or death by being built up in the 
stone wall of a dungeon. No religion might be professed but that of 
Romanism ; and to this all within the papal empire must conform, or 
be damned, because it was a dogma of this man of sin, that there is no 
salvation for any out of the Holy Roman Catholic Church ; and that all 
will be damned who obey not “ our Lord God the Pope.” 
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The general state of morals in the commencement of the sixteenth 
century, was such as the gross darkness of the papal religion was 
calculated to produce and perpetuate. The whole of Popedom was 
filled with assassinations, robberies, murder, perjury, frauds, injustice 
and oppression ; and any small degree of chastity, honesty, truth and 
goodness in any ecclesiastic, from the Pontiff on his throne to the hum- 
blest noviciate in a cloister, was a rare virtue, The papal palace was 
a harem; the confessional, a place of assignation; the nunnery, a 
brothel; and every convent a Sodom. 

Before the Protestant Reformation dawned, the whole earth, with the 
exception of a few inconsiderable provinces, such as some of the Can- 
tons in the Alps, Venice, Florence and Genoa, was subject to absolute 
monarchies. Nota representative republican government was in ex- 
istence. Pagans, Mussulmen, Jews, and Christians of every name and 
nation, were all under the despotic control of feudal chiefs, dukes, no- 
bles, kings and emperors ; and most were ground down to the earth by 
ecclesiastical and political tyranny combined. ‘The divine right of kings 
and emperors, of bishops and popes, to rule and oppress, was inculca- 
ted, and. submitted to, in all nations. The lives and property of the 
great mass of mankind were held subject to the caprice, avarice and 
ambition of their rulers and their titled descendants ; whom they would, 
they slew ; and whom they would, they preserved alive. ‘Trials of men 
by a jury of their peers were unknown in those days; trials by lot, or 
single combat, were common; and none had any liberty, except the 
lords over their fellow men, who claimed and exercised the liberty of 
universal oppression. 'To the common people were accorded none of 
the rights of man, and to their oppressors all rule. 

In such a state of things, that great moral revolution in human sen- 
timents and affairs, which is deservedly called the Protestant Reror- 
MATION, commenced. In the fifteenth century, printing had been dis- 
covered, about 75 years before the providence of God brought Luther 
into the field of controversy with the Pope ; and about thirty before the 
assembling of the Diet at Worms, Columbus had discovered the western 
hemisphere. These were most important events, preparatory to the 
extension of the Protestant religion, with all its civil, political, and spir- 
itual benefits; for by the art of printing Protestants were furnished, 
next to the preaching of the gospel, with their best mode of assailing 
the evils of the times ; and the discovery of America provided “a land 
shadowing with wings,” in which the church of Christ was to find a 
refuge from persecution, and become more pure, extended, powerful, 
and glorious than in any other section of the habitable globe. 

The principles of the Papistical perversion of Christianity are chiefly 
these : 

That Jesus Christ, before he left his church on earth, appointed Peter 
and his successors in the office of Bishop of Rome, to be the visible head 
of the church on earth, to the end of time; and that to Peter and each 
Pope in succession, Christ has granted all his official power and dignity ; 
so that the Pope, for the time being, holds the keys of heaven, earth, 
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and hell; with the same authority to bind and loose; to ordain or re- 
peal laws and ceremonies; to forgive and save ; or to condemn and 
destroy ; which Christ, who is God, possessed and exercised while dwel- 
ling among men : 

That the Roman Catholic Church, of which the Pope is the visible 
head, is the depository of the truth of God, and the only authoritative, 
infallible expounder of the same to mankind; so that the dogmas of the 
Church, as delivered by the Pope, ought never to be doubted or ques- 
tioned, but should be implicitly received and obeyed as the truth: 

That the Old and New Testaments and the Apocrypha are divinely 
inspired oracles of God; but, without the traditions of the fathers, and 
the explanations of the Church by her Popes and councils, are an insuf- 
ficient rule of faith and practice : : 

That no individual Christian, except the Pope himself, has the per- 
sonal right of examining and judging for himself what is true and what 
is false in matters of religion ; but every one is bound, under the pen- 
alty of everlasting damnation, to believe every statement true which 
the Pope and the Council of ‘Trent had declared to be true : 

That it is prejudicial to the best interests of the church, and ruinous 
to the souls of men, to allow them freely to search the sacred Scriptures 
for themselves; and that, therefore, translations of the Bible, into the 
languages spoken by men, should not in general be tolerated, but pre- 
vented ; and that no private Christian may read the Bible in any lan- 
guage, without the special permission of his bishop or priest : 

That the rites and ceremonies of the Roman Catholic religion have 
inherently in themselves saving virtue, and that men must perish if they 
die without regeneration by baptism, the Lord’s supper, extreme unc- 
tion and priestly absolution : 

That in the celebration of the Lord’s supper there is a real transub- 
stantiation of the bread and wine into the very body, blood, divinity 
and person of our Lord Jesus Christ ; and a real sacrifice made for the 
sins of men, the benefits of which sacrifice, the Pope and his authorized 
ministers may dispense, according to their pleasure, for the remission of 
transgressions : 

That the body and blood of Christ, thus produced by priestly trans- 
mutation, is the proper object of such religious worship as is due to the 
eternal Jehovah himself : 

That to the Pope, as the head over all things to the Church, in the place 
of Christ, belongs, of right, all ecclesiastical, political, civil, moral and 
spiritual jurisdiction over all the individuals, nations, governments and 
kingdoms of this world; so that in him the powers of church and state 
are united and inherent, to such an extent, that he may authorize or 
annul the governments of mankind, and at his pleasure release all men 
from all obligations to obey their rulers; and, finally, 

- That he is God among the nations, Lord over the consciences of men, 
the supreme source of truth, power and wisdom, whom all men should 
obey as implicitly as their Maker, and who has a right to extirpate by 
starvation, fire and sword, all men who submit not to his teaching, or 
who resist his papistical reign. 
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Acting in conformity with these principles, the papal throne has de- 
posed and restored kings and emperors ; absolved whole kingdoms from 
their allegiance to their sovereigns; waged bloody wars against many 
people, whose only crime was that of holding a different religious faith 
from that of Rome; and in the most cruel manner, butchered more 
Christians than were ever slain by all the Pagan persecutors of the 
church of God. We here refer not to the millions of Roman Catholics, 
Jews and Mohommedans, who perished in the crusades, which were 
chargeable, with all their destruction of life, to the papal hierarchy ; but 
to men who were hunted like wild beasts, impaled on spears or pitch- 
forks, smothered, drowned, strangled, cut in pieces, roasted, decapitated, 
or otherwise cuelly put to death, because they resisted pontifical pre- 
tensions, and claimed the right to serve God in some other than the 
Romish way. We refer toa million of Albigenses and Waldenses who 
were slain in France before the commencement of the Reformation, and 
to more than seventeen millions of Protestants, who were put to death 
by almost every conceivable mode of torture, through the bigotry of the 
Romanists in a period of time not exceeding two centuries. 

In the beginning of the sixteenth century, the great apostacy from 
the religion of Christ had reached the zenith of its unhallowed power 
and glory, and the midnight of its moral darkness, which was felt 
over all Europe, and had nearly excluded the light of the Son‘ of 
Righteousness from the benighted world. 

In this awful day of pollution, degradation, oppression, and spiritual 
desolation, God said, let light be, and the light of the Gospel began 
again to dawn on many who were sitting in the region and shadow of 
death. An illumination of the human mind began, and a reformation 
commenced, which was small, and scarcely perceivable in its incipiency; 
but which has been gradually progressive for the last 325 years; and 
which we are confident will soon result in the utter annihilation of the 
papal power and superstition. We do not affirm that no Roman Catho- 
lics are true Christians ; nor do we anticipate the destruction of the men 
professing Romanism ; but the papal apostacy and hierarchy will come 
to a perpetual end. 

The principles of the Protestant Reformation, which have broken the 
power of the anti-christian abomination, and are destined to operate 
until all the nations of the earth shall be brought under the benign in- 
fluences of Christianity, as revealed by Christ to his disciples, are com- 
paratively few and simple, but mighty, through God, to the demolition 
of the strong-holds of Roman and Pagan idolatry. We do not pretend 
that they were all clearly understood in the commencement of the Re- 
formation, or were all inculcated by any one Reformer, whom the pro- 
vidence of God employed to accomplish that mighty revolution; but 
they were the principles, either expressed or implied, on which Luther 
and his coadjutors acted, and from which have sprung all the blessings 
of the Protestant religion, which now renders millions of mankind “ free 
indeed.” The fundamental principles of Protestantism are these : 

That every human being, who is a subject of the divine moral gov- 
ernment, and who shall finally give account of himself to God, and be 
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graciously rewarded or punished, possesses in his own bodily and men- 
tal constitution all the faculties which are requisite to free, responsible, 
moral agency : 

That these faculties render a moral agent capable, in the circumstan- 
ces in which his Maker places him, of knowing that there is a God, to 
whom he is accountable, and to whose will he should, so far as he can 
know it, confurm his whole moral conduct : 

That the one God in heaven is Lord alone of the understanding, 
judgment, conscience, will, feelings, and voluntary efficiency of man, 
and has the exclusive right of prescribing the moral actions which 
should issue from the heart of every man: 

That God has more or less perfectly revealed his will to every ac- 
countable man for the regulation of his whole moral deportment, either 
by the constitution of his mind, the dispensations of his providence, or 
the divinely inspired records, called the Bible : 

That every man’s moral obligations to his Maker, correspond to the 
strength of his faculties, the opportunities afforded him for knowing his 
duty, and the inducements to obedience which Providence sets before 
him : 

That the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, exclusive of 
the Apocrypha, are a record of the chief revelations which God has 
been pleased to give mankind, and that they are the only infallible rule 
of faith and practice for all who have opportunity to become acquainted 
with their contents : 

That all men, who know of their existence, should endeavor to be- 
come acquainted with these Scriptures, hear them, read them, search 
them, assent to the truths which they teach, and regulate their worship 
of God, the feelings of their hearts, their volitions, and their whole in- 
tercourse with mankind by these sacred oracles: 

That the truth is the great instrumental agent in the divine govern- 
ment of mankind, in reforming sinners, sanctifying them, and making 
them like God in knowledge, happiness and true holiness: 

That every man is answerable to God alone, and not to any of his 
fellow men for his faith, his acts of judgment, conscience and volition : 

That God in Christ is the sole head, lawgiver, and supreme judge of 
the Church; who has founded her on himself, the rock of ages, and 
established all ecclesiastical ordinances, rites and ceremonies, which 
are obligatory on any of her members: 

That the authority of the officers of the Church of God, is ministerial 
and not legislative : 

That the officers of the Church, as such, have no power in civil mat- 
ters, and should inflict no civil penalties or disabilities : 

That all voluntary associations of mankind may govern themselves 
by rulers of their own election, and according to such constitutions and 
statutes as they shall enact, provided none of them are inconsistent with 
the revealed will of the Most High : 

That no man should be punished or afflicted by any civil magistrate, 
for his religious opinions and modes of worship, whatever they may be ; 
but solely for such overt acts as are contrary to law, and interfere with 
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the interests, rights, privileges, well-being, or duties of his fellow men: 
and, finally, 

That those who rule in church or state, which should forever be kept 
distinct institutions, should govern their whole conduct by the principles 
of the divine moral law, and under a deep sense of their responsibility 
to him who is Lord of all. 

By teaching, defending, and applying these important principles, in 
an almost endless variety of forms, the papacy has been successfully 
assailed and deprived of many of its usurped powers; and these reli- 
gious axioms, when universally received and carried out, will put down 
every throne of tyranny, banish persecution, and render all men the 
blessed participants of that civil and religious liberty: to which the Al- 
mighty has entitled all his rational offspring. 

The germ of the Reformation in Luther’s mind, seems to have been 
his belief, that the Bible contains the truth of God ; and that it was his 
duty and privilege to know for himself, by his own thorough examina- 
tion, irrespective of papal interpretation, what that truth is. This truth, 
apprehended, admitted, and applied, was the means employed by the 
Holy Spirit, to convince him of sin ; bring him to receive the righteous- 
ness of Christ, by faith, for justification ; fill him with benevolent’ de- 
sires to convert sinners, and render him next to his Divine Master and 
the apostle Paul, one of the greatest moral heroes of Reformation, whose 
name has shone as a star of the first magnitude in the annals of the 
world. ‘Taking the maxim, that the Bible is true, and that he had a 
right to ascertain the meaning of the sacred pages for himself, like a 
stone in the sling of David, Martin Luther gave the system of Roman- 
ism a wound in its head, from which it will never recover. It stag- 
gered and fell, but revived and shed the blood of the saints, like a river, 
proceeding from the scarlet throne on the seven hills; but the time is 
not far distant, when the King of Zion, with the sword of his spirit, 
shall cut off that head and cast the Goliath of iniquity into the bottom- 
less pit. 

These truths, which lie at the foundation of the glorious Protestant 
Reformation, are all clearly taught in the Bible, and will commend them- 
selves to the dispassionate judgment of every man, who has not surren- 
dered his reason and the common sense of mankind to the keeping of 
the Pope. 

A brief confirmation of these principles may not be inappropriate to 
the present occasion. If man were not capable of knowing the truth, he 
could not be a creature of knowledge, and it would be absurd to make 
any divine revelation of the truth to his mind; just as absurd as it would 
be to attempt the instruction of inanimate matter. If man were not capa- 
ble of knowing and obeying the will of Heaven, there could be no plausi- 
ble reason for any manifestation to him of the will of his Maker, and no 
propriety in any prescriptions of duty. A revelation from Heaven to 
mankind, of truth and duty, necessarily implies in them to whom the 
revelation is made a capability of receiving and assenting to the truth 
revealed, and of complying with the duty enjoined. For the reception 
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or rejection of truth presented to his attention, and for obedience or 
disobedience to known duty, every reasonable subject of moral govern- 
ment is answerable for himself to the Supreme Lawgiver of the uni- 
verse ; for God made man, has conferred on him his powers and privi- 
Jeges, and assures us that ‘‘ every one of us shall give account of him- 
self to God: Rom., chap. xiv, v. 12. Even for ‘every idle word 
that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof in the day of 
judgment:” Math., chap. xii, v. 36. We “shall give account to Him 
that is ready to judge the quick and the dead.” 1 Pet., chap. iv, v. 5; 
and not to the Pope, or any of his priests or bishops. ‘ ‘That which 
may be known of God is manifest in” his works of creation and provi- 
dence, to a great extent; ‘‘ for the invisible things of Him from the crea- 
tion of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that 
are made, even his eternal power and godhead ; so that they are with- 
out excuse,” if ** when they knew God, they glorified him not as God :” 
1. Rom, chap. xix, v. 21. ‘Toall those who have opportunity of enjoy- 
ing the benefit, Jehovah says, * Hear ye the word of the Lord ;” and 
all who can read, are commanded by Christ to ‘‘ search the Scriptures,” 
because they testify of him; and because the sacred books were 
‘written that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that believing ye might have life through his name :” John, ch. v, 
v. 39, and chap. xx, v. 31. ‘‘ Whatsoever things were written afore- 
time,”’ saith Paul, in Rom., chap. xv, v. 4, “* were written for our learn- 
ing; that we, through patience and comfort of the Scriptures, might 
have hope.” Paul, of course, and his Divine Master, did not think the 
Bible to be such a dangerous and pestiferous book for common people, 
as the bulls of the Roman Pontiff represents it to be. 

In defiance of Popery, the Holy Ghost teaches us, “ that all Scripture 
is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for re- 
proof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness; that the man of 
God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works :”’ 2 Tim. 
iii, 16,17. In commendation, Paul said to Timothy, “ from a child thou 
has known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto 
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus :” 2 'Tim, iii, 15. Other 
children, and grown people, we hence infer, should imitate the exam- 
ple of ‘Timothy if they wish to be saved; for Peter, the pretended 
first Pope of Rome teaches us, that the Bible is “a sure word of prophe- 
cy; whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that 
shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day star arise in 
your hearts :” 2 Pet. i, 19. David has taught us in the Palms, that the 
- recorded truth of God’s word is a lamp to our feet, a light to our path ; 
that it giveth light and understanding to the simple ; and that by -it God 
quickeneth all who ever live a holy life. Peter teaches that sinners are 
** born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word 
of God which liveth and abideth forever: 1 Pet. i, 23. James also 
asserts, ch. i, v. 18, that the Father of Lights, “‘ of his own will begat us 
with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of first fruits of his 
creatures.” How then can that written word of God be prejudicial to 
the true Church and to the minds of men, which was intended to be a 
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light, which should chase away moral darkness, guide our feet into the 
way of peace, and be the moral medium of divine agency in regene- 
rating the world of depraved, rebellious men? If any thing further is 
needful to show the importance of truth, and the duty of all men to seek 
after it according to the opportunities afforded them, and to judge for 
themselves between truth and falsehood, listen to the intercessory prayer 
of Christ: ‘* Sanctify them through thy ‘truth ; thy word is truth.” John 
xvii, 17. Hear Jesus also saying “ to those Jews which believed on 
him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed: and 
ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free :”” John viii, 
31, 32. He has not said, “If ye continue in fellowship with the Pope 
and with the Church of Rome, then are ye my disciples indeed ;” and 
most manifest it is, that the doctrines of the papacy render all who re- 
ceive them, and obey them, the most abject slaves. 

Having got into their possession the word of God, which is the sword 
of the Spirit, of heavenly temper, all Protestants should employ it man- 
fully in defending their rights against all the assaults of Anti-christ ; 
and with it, firmly grasped, follow the Captain of Salvation over every 
rampart of wood, hay, and stubble, behind which the Man of Sin has 
posted his forces, that they may hinder the march of Truth, the triumphs 
of the Gospel, and the universal dominion of the Prince of Peace. 

The chief citadel of the Papacy is the doctrine that the Pope is, by 
divine authority, the successor of Peter as Bishop of Rome, the repre- 
sentative of Christ in his Church on earth, and the infallible universal 
bishop of the whole world. 

Now the Bible does not intimate that the Apostle Peter ever was at 
Rome. There is no scriptural evidence that he ever exercised his apos- 
tleship in that city ; and nothing but scripture is the rule of faith to Pro- 
testants. If he had any peculiar episcopacy in any places, it was at 
Jerusalem and Antioch. When Paul and Barnabas were sent to con- 
sult the apostles and elders at Jerusalem concerning the propriety of 
subjecting converts from among the Gentiles to any of the Jewish rites, 
Peter was resident in that city, and seemed to be a leader among his 
brethren. Acts xv,'7. Previous to this consultation Peter had visited 
Cesarea and Antioch ; and Paul informs us, that if Peter had any spe- 
cial designation and charge, they related not to the Romans, but to the 
believing Jews; for he says, Gal. ii, 7, 8, 11, “‘ The gospel of the uncir- 
cumcision was committed unto me, as the gospel of the circumcision 
was unto Peter ; for He that wrought effectually in Peter to the apostle- 
ship of the circumcision, the same was mighty in me towards the Gen- 
tiles ;” and hence, ‘* When Peter was come to Antioch, I withstood him 
to the face, because he was to be blamed.”” The whole Epistle of Paul 
to the Romans evinces that Paul had more concern in planting and go- 
verning the Church at Rome than Peter; and if Paul and Peter were 
not co-ordinate bishops, that is, overseers of equal powers, the superi- 
ority in relation to the Gentiles particularly must have belonged to Paul ; 
and the Pope might with more plausibility pretend to be the successor 
of Paul than of Peter. If Rome, moreover, has any claim to be the 
supreme papal see because Peter exercised some little influence there, 
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according to profane history, Jerusalem, or even Antioch, has, for the 
same cause, better reason to be regarded as the metropolitan city, and 
the seat of empire for all Christendom. 

If we are to credit profane history, Linus, and not PETER, was the 
first Bishop of the Church of Rome. Irenzeus asserts that he was thus 
constituted by the joint authority of Peter and Paul. 

Should we grant that Peter was ever in Rome, and exercised pres- 
byterian episcopacy there, we could still prove, from his profane swear- 
ing, his denial of his Master, and the well-merited rebuke of his brother 
Paul, that he was a fallible man after receiving the keys; and could 
have been an infallible guide and ruler no further than he was directed 
and controled by special divine inspiration. It was in consequence of 
this inspiration that Jesus said to him, “I will give unto thee the keys 
of the kingdom of heaven ; and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth, 
shall be bound in heaven; and whatsoever thou shalt loose on earth, 
shalt be loosed in heaven: Matt. xvi, 19. ‘That none might hence 
conclude that Peter had the exclusive possession of the keys, or any 
pre-eminence among his fellow apostles, Jesus said to all his disciples, 
Matt. xiii, 18, 19, ‘* Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth, shall be bound 
in heaven ; and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth, shall be loosed in 
heaven. Again I say unto you, that if two of you shall agree on earth 
as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of 
my Father which is in heaven.” These promises and statements are 
equally true concerning all persons endowed with the miraculous gifts 
of the Holy Spirit, and of no other persons whatever; any further than 
their binding, loosing, and asking, are conformable to the will of God 
revealed in the sacred scriptures. Keys were figuratively employed as 
an emblem of power; and since the apostles of Christ possessed equal 
powers of revealing the will of God, publishing his truth, working mira- 
cles, speaking languages which they had not learned, and exercising 
discipline in the Church in Christ’s name, all of the apostles were 
equally entrusted with the keys of the kingdom of heaven; so that if 
there is any authority for one Pope, there is as good warrant for twelve 
co-equal Popes, each of whom may as well claim supremacy, infallibil- 
ity and universal dominion as the successor of Linus, the first pastor 
in Rome. 

The most plausible pretext of the Romanists for exalting Peter over 
all of his co-equal fellow apostles is derived from his name, which sig- 
nifies a Rock, and the commendation which Jesus passed upon him for 
his firmness in asserting the fundamental doctrine of Christianity, that 
Jesus was the true Messiah. Jesus asked, ‘‘ Whom say ye that | am? 
And Simon Peter answered and said, T hou art the Christ, the Son of 
the living God. And Jesus answered and said. unto him, Blessed art 
thou, Simon Bar Jona; for flesh and blood hath not revealed this unto 
thee, but my Father, who is in heavan. And I also say unto thee, that 
thou art a Rock ; but upon this the Rock I will build my church ; and 
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” This is a literal trans- 
lation of Matt. xvi, 15,18. Simon, the son of Jonah, was thus surnam- 
ed, A Rock, or Peter; which appellation has ever since conferred 
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honor on his character; but it was “ upon Ta1s THE Rocx ” of a Chris- 
tian profession, THAT Jesus was the Christ, or the Messiah, the Son of 
the living God, that Jehovah has actually reared his Church. This is 
the peculiar fundamental truth of Christianity, whereby it is primarily 
distinguished from Deism, Judaism, Mohammedanism, Paganism, and 
every other system of false religion. 

As for the infallibility of the Popes, a large portion of the Romish 
Church deny that it appertains to them, but ascribe it to the general 
councils, or to the Church itself. Papistical and Protestant historians 
have clearly shown, that the greater number of the Popes have been 
pre-eminently wicked men; and that both Popes and general councils 
have often contradicted each other. Some of them have condemned, 
and others have justified and required the worshiping of images and 
pictures. On this subject the council of Constantinople, a. p. 754, and 
the council of Nice, a. p. 787, were in the direct opposition. ‘The 
council of Elvira, in the time of Constantine, of Frankfort, in a. D. 
794, and of Paris, a. p. 842, condemned and forbade all image wor- 
ship; but these infallible conventions of hundreds of priests and bishops 
were anathematized by others as infallible as themselves. We have 
the Papacy itself against the Papacy, for Gregory the Great, Bishop of 
Rome, near the close of the sixth century, in opposing the pretensions 
of the Bishop of Constantinople, says, “ Whoever calls himself univer- 
sal bishop, or desires, in his own elation, to be so called, is the forerun- 
ner of Anti-christ.” He repudiates the title of universal bishop, which 
was applied to him by Eulogius, remonstrates against its being giver 
to any one, and pronounces it “ wicked, heretical, blasphemous, anti- 
ehristian and diabolical.” He proclaims Alexandria and Antioch to be 
as much the see of St. Peter as Rome; and Eulogius, of Alexandria, 
to be as truly a Pope as himself. This same Gregory published that 
‘* images were not set up in the churches to be worshipped ;” and com- 
mended Serenus, Bishop of Marseilles, for not allowing any thing to be 
worshipped which was made with hands. Still he thought Serenus in- 
judicious in destroying those images of Christ, which the Gauls regarded 
as they had done their Pagan idols, because images he thought might 
serve to instruct the ignorant, and remind them of the objects repre- 
sented by them. In opposition to Gregory, most of the Popes have 
claimed to be universal bishops; the Council of Trent asserts that 
images ought to be worshipped ; and most of the Popes, with the second 
Council of Nice, damn all who discard the worship of images of Christ, 
the Virgin Mary and other saints. 

Gregory also acknowledged himself, all other priests, and the Church, 
to be in subjection to the Roman emperors; while most of the Popes 
have asserted for themselves the same superiority over all the poten- 
tates of the earth, which belongs to our Lord Jesus Christ. Men of 
truth must admit, that two Popes, and two councils, direetly contradict- 
ing each other in their teaching, cannot both be infallibly right; and 
since the decisions of the Romish Church, by one side or the other, of 
her opposing infallibilities, has been erroneous, she cannot claim to have 
been always infallibly right and true. She has often been as infallibly 
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erroneous as at other times infallibly correct; and so her infallibility, 
in whatsoever it may consist, cannot be appealed to with any confidence 
for the decision of controverted questions. 

The dogmas taught at Rome are not only contradictory to papal 
teaching and the decrees of the councils, but more frequently to the 
plainest assertions of the Bible. 

To the prevalent doctrine of the Romish Church, that men ought to 
worship images and pictures, all Protestants oppose the second com- 
mandment, which the Papists have excluded from their decalogue and 
catechisms. Exodus, chap. xx, v. 4—6: ‘Thou shalt not make unto 
thee any graven image, or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven 
above—thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serve them.” 
** Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve :” 
Matthew iv, 10. “Thou shalt not bow down to their gods, nor serve 
them, nor do after their works; but thou shalt utterly overthrow them, 
and quite break down their images ; and ye shall serve the Lord your 
God :” Exodus, xxiii, 24. When John, the divine, bowed down before 
one of his brethren, the prophets, under the impression that he was the 
angel of the covenant, the angel reproved him, saying, ‘t See thou do 
it not: worship God.” The self-existing God, the maker of heaven 
and earth, the Bible teaches, is the only proper object of divine rever- 
ence, adoration and worship ; and -hence we infer, that to worship the 
cross, an image, a picture, the spirit of a departed man, a saint in glory, 
the Virgin Mary, the body and human soul of Jesus Christ, the sacra- 
mental bread and wine, even if actually transmuted into the flesh and 
blood of the Son of God, or any other creature, is vile idolatry, forbid- 
den by the Most High. When the disciples worshipped Christ, they 

id no divine honors to his human nature, but to his divine essence. 

ike Thomas, they recognized him to be their Lord and their God ; 
and therefore they adored him as God manifest in the flesh, the true 
God and eternal life. To worship a man, even “ the man Christ Jesus,” 
for any other reason than this, that the Father was in him, would have 
been censurable idolatry, and the exaltation of the creature to the 
honors which belong exclusively to the Creator. Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, was a good woman, highly honored of the Lord; but every other 
good woman, who does the will of our Father in heaven, is now unto 
Jesus as his mother. Mark iii, 35. Prayer is one of the most direct 
acts of religious worship ; and to pray to any saint is idle, because 
none of the saints can be present in more than one place at a time to 
hear petitions and praises addressed tothem. There is neither scriptu- 
ral warrant nor example for offering supplications to any saint, except 
the prayer of Dives to Abraham, which availed him nothing: and this 

rayer the rich man offered after his departure from this life, and his 
introduction into the world of spirits. 

The Romanists have made gods many, and many imaginary media- 
tors, but the infallible truth of God, taught us by Paul, Ist Tim. ii, 5, 
is this, that “‘ There is one God, and one Mediator between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus.” ‘Christ, who through the eternal Spirit, offered 
himself without spot to God”—* is the Mediator of the New Testa- 
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ment :” Heb. ix, , a No saint of whom we have any account in 
the Bible ever desired or attempted to employ any other mediator be- 
tween himself and his Maker. 

Were Mary a suitable person for adoration, the papistical mode of 
praying to her, by numerous repetitions of prescribed forms, is severely 
censured by the Gospel ; for Jesus said, ‘* When ye pray use not vain 
repetitions, as the heathen do; for they think that they shall be heard 
for their much speaking :” Matt. vi, 7. To this heathenish practice of 
praying by the help of the rosary, the Papists have attached the idea 
of making satisfaction for sin, and the duty, which should be regarded 
as a privilege, they convert into penance. 

Some ingenious, but disingenuous, advocates of papal superstition 
maintain, that their Church does nothing more than request the inter- 
cessions of the saints in heaven, as good men desire their fellow Chris- 
tians on earth to pray for them. Now we have scriptural authority for 
asking the saints on earth to “ pray for us,” and no intimation that we 
should ask the supplications of any of the dead in our behalf. Doubt- 
less there is good reason why this distinction should have been made 
by the Author and Finisher of the Christian faith, for all prayers to the 
dead have a tendency to promote the Pagan practice of apotheosis and 
demon service, which the Papists have imitated by the canonization of 
such worthies as St. Bridget, St. Nicholas, and St. George. It is not 
true, however, that Romanists merely solicit the Virgin and other saints 
to pray for them; for they supplicate from them directly such benefits 
as the Almighty alone can confer. ' In the liturgy of the Romish Church 
at Salisbury, in England, printed at Paris, in 1520, under the authority 
of the Pope, the following prayers are prescribed as a part of public 
worship : 

“Holy mother of God, by thy pious intervention wash away our sins, 
that so, being redeemed by thee, we may be able to ascend to the seat 
of thy everlasting glory, where thou abidest with thy Son forever. 
Comfort a sinner, I pray thee, O, queen of heaven. Have me excused 
with Christ thy Son,—for against thee only have I sinned. O, virgin 
Mary, be the keeper of my heart; sign me with the fear of God ; con- 
fer upon me soundness of life ; give me honesty of manners ; and grant 
me at once to avoid sins and to love that which is just. O, virgin sweet- 
ness ! there neither was nor is thy fellow. Having delivered us from 
our sins, make us mild and chaste. Holy Mary, succour the misera- 
ble, assist the pusillanimous, cherish the mourners, pray for the people, 
interpose on behalf of the clergy, intercede for the devout female sex. 
Let our voice first celebrate Mary, through whom the rewards of eternal 
life are giventous. O, queen, pardon our sins through thy Son. May 
the holy assembly of the angels, and the illustrions troop of the arch- 
angels, now blot out our sins by granting to us the high glory of heaven.” 

*“Q, George, renowned martyr! we beseech thee, that with all the faith- 
ful, we, being washed from our sins, may be joined to the citizens of 
heaven.” 

‘**Q, martyr Christopher! make us to be in mind worthy of the love 
of God. Confer comfort, and remove heaviness of mind; and cause 
that the scrutiny of the Judge may be mild toward all.” 
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**Q, William! cleanse us in our agony; graft us aid; remove the 
filthiness of our life; and grant the joys of a celestial crown.” 


**Q, ye eleven thousand glorious maids, lilies of virginity, roses of 
martyrdom! defend me in life by affording to me your assistance ; and 
show yourselves to me in death by bringing the last consolation.” 


In the same liturgy the sinner is taught to pray to Christ to save him 
by the blood of Thomas a Becket, Archbishop of Canterbury, and 
through him crowned by God with glory and honor, and exalted above 
all his works to deliver the suppliant from the fire of hell. 

Let it be remembered that these are prayers authorized by papal in- 
fallibility ; and those act the part of Jesuits who would persuade us that 
the Romish Church merely solicits the prayers of the pious.in paradise. 

The same sort of jesuitism has attempted to convince the world that 
Roman Catholics worship neither the cross nor images, but the Saviour 
of whom they are reminded by the cross, and the things which are 
represented by images and pictures. This is plausible; and it may be 
true that some intelligent men have employed the cross and images in 
this manner ; but the greater portion of the Romanists actually worship 
the wood of the cross and the carved or painted representation. It is 
also certain that the infallible Church has decreed the worship of the 
material cross and images themselves. ‘The Council of Nice decreed 
that “‘ he, who adores the image, adores in it the person of him whom it 
represents ;”’ and required assent to this creed: ‘I confess, and agree, 
and receive, and salute, and adore, the unpolluted image of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, our true God, and the holy image of the holy mother of 
God who bore him. In like manner also, I receive and adore the im- 
ages of the holy apostles, and prophets, and martyrs, and fathers, and 
eremites. ‘To those who adore not the holy and venerable images,—to 
those who blaspheme the precious and venerable images,—to those who 
diligently teach not the whole Christ-loving people to adore and salute 
the venerable and holy and precious images of all the saints, let there 
be ANATHEMA.” 

The late Archbishop of Bordeaux, when Bishop of Boston, we heard 
proclaim from the pulpit that he did not worship the image and picture 
of our Saviour, but he contended that it was as lawful to employ repre- 
sentations by glowing colors, and the speaking marble, as by glowing 
words to excite our devotions. By this device some pious Romanists 
have, doubtless, avoided the grossness of idolatry ; but the greater por- 
tion of the Papists in all ages have held, and do now hold, with the 
bishops of Clugium, who published at Venice, in the sixteenth century, 
this exposition of the decree of the second Council of Nice: ‘ We 
must not only confess that the faithful in the Church worship before an 
image ; as some over-squeamish souls might peradventure express them- 
selves; but we must furthermore confess, without the slightest scruple 
of conscience, that they adore the very image itself; for, in sooth, they 
venerate it with the identical worship wherewith they venerate its pro- 
totype.” _ The images of saints they adore as saints, and the images of 
Christ and the consecrated wafer and wine they adore as the very Sa- 
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viour of sinners. To justify this adoration of the sacramental em- 
blems of Christ’s body, they teach, that when a priest says, in celebrat- 
ing mass, “* This is my body,” and * This is my blood,” there is not only 
a change of the substance of bread and wine into the real flesh and 
blood, but also into the true divinity of Jesus Christ. Yes, they teach 
most explicitly that the aliments called bread and wine, become by 
priestly transubstantiation the real flesh, blood, bones, soul and divine 
essence, of Jesus Christ, so that the papal power is superior to that of 
the Almighty ; for God cannot create himself; but the officiating priest 
manufactures the only living and true God ; and then the people eat the 
whole Godhead manifest in the flesh, in a wafer ; and the priest drinks 
the great God our Saviour out of a chalice ; because the whole transub- 
stantiation, they say, is complete in each element. ‘This is the reason 
assigned for not giving the wine to the laity. The whole body, blood, 

soul, and deity of Christ being perfect in the wafer, the common peo- 
ple need not hingmore ; and the whole Saviour being perfect in the wine, 
the priests are well pleased to drink the whole of it themselves. The 
benefit of partaking of the Lord’s Supper consists chiefly in this, accord- 
ing to Romanism, that the real humanity and divinity of the Lord Jesus 
become physically united to the recipients of the sacrament, who there- 
by become partakers of the divine nature ; for they receive it fasting, 
and no portion of the eaten body and divinity of Christ ever passes, 
they affirm, from the body, with which it is incorporated by digestion, 
secretion, and assimilation. In consequence of this union to Christ, 
they are as confident of their own salvation, as that the soul and body 
and divine nature of Christ can never be damned. Were this doctrine, 
confidently taught by Rome, and highly favored by the Protestant Epis- 
copal Puseyite teachers of theology, true, it would be well for Catholic 
priests to become universal bakers and wine dealers ; for they might 
convert all the bread and wine used by their fellow sinners in all lands 
into the physical means of salvation ; and then the greatest bread eaters 
and wine bibbers in the community would be the fittest candidates for 
heaven by having everlasting life in their flesh andbones. Materialsin, 
physical regeneration, and salvation by digestion of wine and wafers, 
constitute a trinity of absurdity which all must reject who have learned 
that sin is the transgression of the law ; that ‘“‘ with the heart man be- 
lieveth unto righteousness ;” and that ‘“‘ he who believeth and is bap- 
tised shall be sayed.” 

The doctrine of transubstantiation and the offering of an unbloody 
sacrifice of atonement in celebrating the Lord’s Supper is founded b 
the Papists on our Lord’s saying, ‘‘ Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of 
Man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you ;” and onthe language 
employed in the institution of the eucharist; “this is my body— 
this is my blood :” John vi, 53: Matt. xxv, 26, 28. 

The first of these sayings Jesus explained to his disciples ; and taught 
them, that he employed figurative language, to express a spiritual: mean- 
ing. When Jesus knew that his disciples murmured at his speech, 
and called it a hard saying, he corrected their wrong impression, that 
he intended to be understood literally, by adding, ‘‘ the flesh profiteth 
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nothing ; the words that I speak unto you they are spirit, and they are 
life :"’ John vi. 63. It could have profited a man little, had he con- 
sumed every ounce of flesh on the Savior’s frame. ‘To have eaten and 
digested the whole material heart of the man Christ Jesus, might have 
rendered a man a cannibal but not a Christian. ‘The words of Christ 
had a spiritual meaning. He intended to convey the idea, that as men 
are nourished in their bodies by food, so it is necessary to regard him 
in a spiritual sense as the bread which came down from heaven, to be 
received by faith; that through believing on him men might have a 
spiritual, holy, everlasting life. 

When Jesus in instituting his supper, said, “‘ This is my body—this is 
my blood,” his body was whole, and his blood had not been shed. If 
this is to be understood literally, then the hands of the living body of 
Christ took and broke his own body and poured out his own blood ; for 
it is written, ‘* Jesus took bread, and blessed, and brake, and gave to 
his disciples, and said, take, eat; this is my body which is broken for 
you.” Will any assert, that the true body of Christ was actually bro- 
ken before he was crucified. Could it be whole and broken at the 
same time? Did the apostles eat the real body before it was actually 
broken? Were there two distinct and complete bodies of Christ, sub- 
sisting at the same time ; one being in the hands of Jesus, or in the 
hands of his communicants? For he said * Take, eat,”’ and they pro- 
bably took the bread at that moment of his command, before he added, 
** This is my body broken for you.” If the transformation of the sub- 
stance of the bread is effected, as the Romanists teach, at the moment 
of saying, “‘ this is my body,” then the disciples were told to take and 
eat it while it was really bread, and before the words of transubstan- 
tiation were altered, and had produced the alleged change. He took 
bread, gave them bread, told them to take bread, commanded them to 
eat bread, and then said, “this is my body.” He said, also, ** This cup 
is the.new testament in my’ blood :—as often as ye eat of this bread, 
and drink of this cup, ye do show the Lord’s death.” Now if all is 
to be understood literally, the cup was a testament, and the disciples 
were to drink the cup, instead of the wine contained in it. After Christ 
had said, ** This is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for 
many for the remission of sins ;” and after the disciples had all com- 
municated in the use cf the cup, Jesus still called the wine “ the fruit of 
the vine,” which it no longer was, if Rome is to be believed, for the 
wine which had been swallowed, and that which still remained in the 
cup, was the real blood of Christ which was shed, but had not yet been 
shed on Calvary. ‘Thus the literal interpretation of the words employed 
by Christ renders the history of the eucharist contradictory and absurd ; 
but if we understand Christ to have spoken figuratively all is natural 
and consistent. This bread, said Jesus, is symbolically, or emblemati- 
cally, my body : it represents my body which is soon to be crucified for 
you: eat of this bread in remembrance of me, and to show forth my 
death. This cup, containing wine, represents my blood, and is to re- 
mind my friends in all ages, and is to proclaim to my enemies the great 
fact of the shedding of my blood as an atoning sacrifice for the remis- 
sion of sin. 
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Since the Romanists allow that Christ was not a vine, a door, a way; 
and the cup neither a testament, nor the thing swallowed in celebrating 
the Lord’s supper, they ought to allow also, that the eucharistic elements 
are not the literal flesh and blood of Christ. For teaching the transmu- 
tation of the wine and wafer into the divinity and soul of the Lord Je- 
sus, they have no shadow of biblical authority ; and we shall not trou- 
ble ourselves with the fictions and traditions of their Popes on this sub- 
ject. They ought, however, to make it appear, that the symbols of the 
body and blood become the uncreated, unproceeding, independent 
essence of the King Eternal, before they require any to worship the 
same. That which is the product of change, it is self-evident, is not 
the unchangeable God ; and nothing but the King eternal, immortal and 
unchangeable, will any Protestant adore. 

Good works over and above the duties which God requires of them, 
the Catholics affirm many have performed ; but the Protestants deny it; 
because the moral law requires every man to love and serve God to the 
utmost extent of his ability, for his own sake; and no one can do 
more than love God with all his mind, soul, and strength, and his neigh- 
bor as himself. Every one is required to be perfect in his obedience ; 
and should any be perfect he would but perform his duty. 

That there was, or will be, any sacrifice of atonement made, before 
or since the death of Christ, in consideration of which any sin against 
the moral law is forgiven, we deny ; because the Scriptures declare 
that Christ, “‘after he had offered one sacrifice for sins, forever sat 
down on the right hand of God,” and “ by one offering he hath per- 
fected forever them that are sanctified: wherefore, saith the Lord, I 
will put my laws into their hearts, and in their minds will I write them ; 
and their sins and iniquities will I remember no more. Now where 
remission of these is, there is no more offering for sin:”” Heb, x, 12— 
17. ‘Christ being come an high priest of good things to come—by his 
own blood he entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eter- 
nal redemption for us.” ‘* Without shedding of blood is no remission,” 
and of course there is no remission through any pretended, bloodless 
sacrifice of the host. ‘ For Christ is not entered into the holy places 
made with hands,” such as the Romish temples, in which the priest ele- 
vates the host, and pretends to offer him repeatedly, ‘* but into heaven 
itself, now to appear in the presence of God for us: nor yet that he 
should offer himself often, as the high priest entereth into the holy place 
every year with blood of others: (for then must he often have suffered 
since the foundation of the world;) but now once, in the end of the 
world, hath he appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself :” 
Heb. ix, 11, 24, 26. The Papists pretend that they offer up Christ, a 
sacrifice for sin, in all their places of celebrating mass ; but the Bible 
teaches us that Christ offered himself up a bloody sacrifice, once, and 
only once, and that for the complete salvation, through his merits, of all 
who shall believe on his name. 

The papistical doctrine of justification is a mass of fundamental 
errors. ‘The Romanists include in it some truth, for they believe in 
the meritorious sufferings and active obedience of Christ, and consider 

the remission of sin and acceptance with God as necessary to the 
15 
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everlasting happiness of heaven, and to deliverance from the damnation 
of hell; but this pardon, instead of being an act of the Lawgiver and 
Judge of men, is something doled out by the authorized clergy of their 
Church. In their view, no man can be pardoned without making auri- 
cular confession to the priest, and receiving from his hands a bill drawn 
on the exchequer of heaven. Sinners may indeed receive the remis- 
sion of sins, if the Pope, or his authorized agents, will give an order 
for, remission, or sell an indulgence for crime, and promise, or pro- 
nounce, absolution. ‘This absolution, however, is granted, not for the 
alone sake of the sacrifice which Jesus made of himself on the cross; 
but partly on that account; partly on the account of the surplus good- 
ness of saints, who have done more than God required them to do; 
partly on account of the penance endured by the culprit on earth ; and 
in part through. the sufferings of the sinner himself in purgatory ; should 
he not be so happy as to be released from.that state of fiction, by the 
friendly purchase of meritorious prayers and. cantations, and masses 
offered for the dead, who are suspended between heaven and hell. By 
this wonderful compound the pardon of. the sinner is effected, and his 


deficiencies being made up out of the papistical treasury of merits, his 


acceptance with the Supreme Judge is secured. Now the Bible no 
where requires penance, but that we confess and forsake our sins, in 
which case we have the assurance that God for Christ’s sake hath for- 
given us. Eph. iv, 32. Confession of sin is not required in the Bible 
to be made to any ghostly confessor; but where Christians have wronged 
any of their fellow men, they are Tequired, by way of reparation, to 
confess their sins to the injured party. If they have publicly dis raced 
the Church, they must confess to the Church, so far as is ‘needful to 
wipe away the scandal ; and in all other cases their.confessions should 
be to the ear of their ‘Heavenly Father alone. “If we confess our 


. Sins,” in the manner thus required in the Gospel, God “ is faithful and 


just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness :” 
Prov. xxviii, 13. 1 John i,9. The command “ repent ye,” is errone- 
ously translated from the Vulgate, ‘do ye penance ;” for it requires a 
change of mind, from unbelief to faith, and from the love of sin to the 
hatred of it. Not the least idea of penance is revealed in the Bible, 
except it be of that vicarious, penal suffering, which Jesus. Christ en- 
dured for the redemption of lost sinners from the curse of the law. 
Nor is there found in the Scriptures the example of any good man who 
ever pretended to confess his secret sins to the ear of any mortal. The 
confessional, penance, priestly absolution, purgatory, indulgences for 
sin, works ‘of supererogation, purgatory, religious pilgrimages, and 


' flagellations of the body for the good of the soul, are the inventions of 


the Papacy, or rites of heathenism consecrated by Romish superstition 
and presumption. 

The questions prescribed by authority to be put in the confessional, 
are many of them such as no modest woman should ever hear; and 
such as no virtuous man, not degraded by priestcraft, could éver con- 
sent should be proposed to his wife or daughters. They are obscene 
and lascivious in the extreme ; and in cases in which any fallen sisters 
are shrived, expose them to renewed assaults from a corrupt priesthood. 
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Any man may declare the truth, that all who penitently confess their 
sins to God, are by him forgiven; but the man, whoever he may be, 
that claims the power, whether by delegation or otherwise, to absolve 
men from the punishment due to their sins, arrogates to himself a pre- 
rogative which appertains to none but God. ‘To the Lord our God 
belong mercies and forgivenesses :”’ Dan. ix, 9. The Jews with pro- 
priety asked, “‘ Who can forgive sins but God only ?” and were soon 
taught, that ‘* the Son of man hath power on earth to forgive sins ;” be- 
cause he exerted the power of God in healing “ the sick of the palsy :” 
Mark ii, 7,10. No other being than the maker of the law, and the 
executive magistrate of the universe can release any one from a pen- 
alty incurred by sinning against God; and hence we are taught, that it 
is peculiar to the Lord God to “ forgive iniquity, transgression and sin :” 
Exod. xxxiv,7. Hence the Bible teaches us to pray to God alone for 
the forgiveness of sins committed against him. We may release men 
from suffering any penalty due from them to ourselves, and thus forgive 
them their trespasses against us, when we demand and inflict no evil 
for our own sake ; but God alone is able to destroy both soul and body 
in hell; he is able to save, and besides him there is no just God and 
Saviour. Christ, however, being God, forgave sinners ; and being the 
only meritorious cause of pardon, by his work of redemption, we read, 
‘your sins are forgiven you for his name’s sake:” 1 John ii, 12. 
“Christ forgave you:” Colos. iii, 13. “The prayer of faith shall 
save the sick,—and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven 
him :” James v, 15. God “ hath made us accepted in the Beloved ; in 
whom we have redemption through his. blood, the forgiveness of sins, 
according to the riches of his grace:” Eph. i, 6, 7. 

That we are not justified before God, in any measure, through our 
own obedience or sufferings, or through the prayers, merits, alms, and 
purchases of our friends, or the ghostly services of priests, is sufficiently 
manifest from the proclamation of Jesus Christ as “the Lord our 
righteousness,” in whom alone we have righteousness, strength and 
salvation; so that-*‘ in the Lord shall all the seed of Israel be justified, 
and shall glory :” Isa. xlv,25. We are “justified freely by his grace, 
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus: whom God hath set 
forth to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, to declare his right- 
eousness for the remission of sins that are past, through the forbear. 
ance of God; to declare, | say, at this time, his righteousness ; that he 
might be just, and the justifier of him which believed in Jesus: Rom. 
iii, 24—26. Instead of going about to establish a righteousness for 
justification by doing penance, sy, masses to be said by cathe 
dral choirs, multiplying fasts, reciting Pater Nosters, kissing the Pope’s 


slipper, and desiring their fellow men to lend them aid from the super- 
fluities of their obedience, Protestants have learned to accept of the 
righteousness of Christ freely offered to them in the Gospel. Being no 
longer ignorant of the righteousness of God their Saviour, they submit 
to it, and rely on that alone for acceptance with God; rejoicing that 
“Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to every one that be- 
lieveth :”? Rom. x, 3, 4. 
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Time is wanting, at present, to apply the sword of the spirit to many 
other papistical errors; for marriage, which God has pronounced good 
for man, and honorable in all, the Papists forbid to all their clergy, not- 
withstanding the example of Peter, who had a wife: Matt. viii, 14, and 
1 Cor. ix, 5; and encourage vows of celibacy in monks and nuns; 
while the result has been to render the Romish clergy the worst class 
of libertines in existence, and fill orphan asylums with their illegitimate 
offspring. They encourage idleness and beggary, instead of honest 
industry ; they appoint every Friday as a day of fasting, and require 
forty days in succession of abstinence from meats and marriage, in 
those who are not forbidden at ordinary times to enter into wedlock ; 
and they make no small part of religion to consist in canonical habits, 
chrisms, the burning of wax tapers, the sign of the cross, the sprinkling 
of holy water, the burning of incense, and prayers for the dead, con- 
cerning which things the Bible speaks nothing. 

On the political bearing and prospects of Romanism, in relation to 
the United States of America, I pray you suffer a few closing remarks. 

The Papacy claims civil and political jurisdiction, as belonging to it, 
by the gift of Christ, over all the nations and governments of the world, 
in addition to spiritual and ecclesiastical supremacy over the universal 
Church. In carrying out its principles, the Papacy for more than a 
thousand years past has been the most mighty and destructive power of 
persecution among the nations. It is still in theory, in principle, and in 

ractice, so far as it can safely exert itself, the same system of prose- 
ytism, subjugation to a pretended infallibility, and extirpation towards 
all heretics. The killing of those who will not be converted to Popery, 
or who renounce it when its abominations are discovered, is regarded 
by Rome as doing God service. In the vallies of Piedmont this dra- 
gon, Popery, destroyed by war and every species of torture nearly half 
a million of Protestants; and by the revocation of the Edict of Nantz, 
in October, 1685, by Louis xiv, one hundred thousand Christians were 
murdered, and at least one million of people banished from France. 
Bishop Newton says, that “ from the first institution of the Jesuits to the 
year 1480, that is in little more than thirty years, nine hundred thou- 
sand orthodox Christians were slain. In the Netherlands alone, the 
Duke of Alva boasted, that within a few years he had dispatched to the 
amount of thirty-six thousand souls, and those all by the hand of the 
common executioner. In the space of scarce thirty years, the Inquisi- 
tion destroyed, by various kinds of tortures, one hundred and fifty thou- 
sand Christians.” In France, from 1530 to 1580, in half a century, a 
million of Protestants were killed. Charles ix, wrote to the Pope, 
that he had exterminated seventy thousand within a few days. In the 
States of Holland, in the reign of Charles v, before those States be- 
came independent, fifty thousand were slain for conscience’s sake ; and 
during fifteen years after that event, one hundred thousand were 
murdered, and more than a million were banished. The same spirit 
of Popery in the half-reformed Church of England drove two thousand 
eminent ministers of the gospel from their flocks in that kingdom, and 
three hundred in Scotland; many of whom were tortured and put to 
death. Sixty thousand lay persons in England, and eighteen thousand 
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in Scotland, were either murdered or banished, and two hundred thou- 
sand families were reduced to poverty by the wickedness of the hie- 
rarchy. Notwithstanding these bloody persecutions of the Papacy, the 
cause of civil and religious liberty in some of the kingdoms of the old 
Roman empire gained ground during the lapse of a century from the 
dawn of the Reformation. Religion, however, was, in all the kingdoms, 
in a great measure, the creature of the state,and moulded at pleasure 
by such monsters of iniquity, as were most of the Popes, Henry 
viii, the Emperors of Germany, the Kings of France, and the bloody 
Mary. . 

In the beginning of the seventeenth century, A. p. 1620, just ahout 
one hundred years after Luther had his conflict with a legion of incarnate 
devils at Worms, a small portion of the Protestant Church of Jesus 
Christ, came from England, by the way of Holland, and planted itself, 
in the fear of God, at Plymouth, in New England. On the eleventh 
of November, in that year, before landing on Plymouth Rock, the 
Puritan Church on board the May Flower, established, by social com- 
pact, a Republican form of government, and elected, by general suf: 
frage of all the males who were over twenty-one years of age, their 
Governor and other magistrates. They organized themselves also as 
a military company, under this Government, for the defence of the 
State, and elected their captain and subordinate officers. ‘This was 
the first Republican Government formed in America, from which the 
Constitutions of our twenty-eight United States and our National Con- 
federation have since been copied and modeled; and then, it was the 
only Republican Government on earth. From a little Puritanic Con- 
gregational church, and a little Republican State, both contained in a 
little ark, have arisen all the Protestant ecclesiastical, religious, politi- 
cal and civil associations of our widely extenced country. ‘This germ 
of puritanism, protestantism, and representative republican government, 
is destined t« fill our land with trees and fruits of righteousness, and 
extend the influences of Christian liberty to all people. 

In this realm of civil and religious rights, we may glory in the cross 
of Christ, as Paul did, when we say that ours is the only great nation 
on the face of the globe, in which there is no unscriptural union of 
civil and ecclesiastical authority ; which the Papacy has every where 
endeavored to effect for the honor and prosperity of the pontifical throne. 
Against all machinations of Romanists on this subject, American citi- 
zens should be on their guard. If ever a nation, since the rise of the 
Papacy, has deserved to be styled a religious and.a Protestant nation, 
that honor belongs to the people of the United States. Out of twenty 
millions of inhabitants now occupying this country, about two millions, 
according to the largest calculations which the Romanists have ever 
made, belong to their ecclesiastical denomination. ‘Their common es- 
timate is less by half a million. One-tenth portion of the people of this 
country, then, we will allow, are Roman Catholics, and the other eigh- 
teen millions are Protestants, or Jews, or indifferent to all religious sys- 
tems. Most of the Romanists are zealous for their peculiarities; and 
a large portion of nomina] Protestants are lukewarm in the cause which 
they profess to approve. On the score of zeal, and foreign contribu- 
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tions of money, and effort, according to their numbers, the Papists have 
the advantage of us; for many in our ranks are so “ fierce for moder- 
ation’”’ and liberality, that they censure all argumentative opposition to 
the Romish hierarchy, and its amalgam of Christianity, Judaism, and 
Paganism. Even a modest defence of Protestantism against the ag- 
gressions of Rome, has so frequently been censured as bigotry and per- 
secution, that most Protestant, divines, during the last half century, have 
kept silence on the subject. 

Of late, however, the importance of discussion, from the pulpit and 
press, has become more generally felt than it formerly was in our coun- 
try. Let Protestants awake and discharge their duty, and then our lib- 
eral institutions will have nothing to fear. ; 

Our increase of native-born citizens from Protestant parentage, will 
be as nine to one, of those whose circumstances of birth will render 
them favorable to Popery. It is true that mére Papists than Protestants 
are likely to immigrate to our shores for some years to come; but 
against any evil consequences which might result from this imported 
balance on the Wrong side, we must guard by increased efforts to illu- 
minate our fellow men, through the power of divine truth. 

If we look at the world at large, and forget the sure word of pro- 
phecy, we may well be gloomy; for of the thousand millions of peo- 
ple who are now dwellers on earth, no more than one hundred millions 
are protestant Christians, while two hundred and fifty millions are 
Greek and Romish Catholics, and six hundred and fifty millions are 
either Jews, Mohammedans, or Pagan idolaters. Can the truth ever 
prevail against this living mass of ignorance, error, superstition, and 
corruption? We answer, in the name of our Lord and Master, Y«s: 
in his hands, under the guidance of his spirit, and through his blessing 
conferred on the exertions of his disciples, THE TRUTH IS OMNIPOTENT, 
AND SHALL PREVAIL. ‘The Papacy, Mohammedanism, Judaism, infi- 
delity, paganism, superstition, brutal ignoranee, tyranny, oppression, 
intemperance, bigotry, persecution, and every thing contrary to the Re- 
deemer’s reign of peace, shall be chased away. God has commanded 
the light to shine out of darkness, and the sun of righteousness, with 
healing in his wings, will dispel the gloom which has long brooded over 
the nations. 

God forbid that the Pope should shear that sun of his beams, by ban- 
ishing the Bible from mankind. 

We accord to the subjects of Rome the same liberty which we claim 
for their opponents. Let them show the one seamless robe of Jesus, 
which their lying wonders have multiplied into seventeen robes, each 
of which is venerated as the identical one for which the soldiers cast 
lots; let their baptized bells toll of themselves, through a concealed 
wire in the hands of their god-fathers; let their automaton virgins con- 
tinue to pour forth from their eyes streams of claret, called blood, while 
the priests in the name of Mary, plead for alms for the souls in purga- 
tory: let them continue, as they have done, to sell cords of wood for 
the very cross on which the body of Jesus hung, and worship each 
splinter of it; let them ransack old charnel houses, and vend the bones 
of idolators, infidels, and beggars, for bones of the apostles and primi- 
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tive martyrs, who died during the ten persecutions of Pagan emperors ; 
let them practice all their mummery in worship without molestation ; 
let the press be as free for them as ourselves; let them thunder their 
profane curses from the Vatican and their pulpits; annually anathema- 
tizing all Protestant people ; and let all of them preach, who can, to 
their American congregations, the peculiar dogmas of the ‘* Mother 
of harlots ;” but, if they would be American citizens, ‘they should be 
required to abjure all allegiance to the Pope, asa ruler over themselves 
in political and civil affairs. They should, as Roman Catholics, have 
no peculiar privileges in this community; but be governed, in all re- 
spects, like Jews, Turks, Infidels, and all other citizens of our great Re- 
public. If they desire it, their children should be excused from read- 
ing the Bible, or be allowed to read, in public schools, their Doway 
translation; but they should never be permitted to exclude from our 
public institutions the reading of the commonly received English ver- 
sion, by all Protestant teachers and pupils. ~ Ty ad ee 

-Let us examine their pretensions ; preach and publish the truth in ~ 
opposition to their errofs 3; expose their fictitious miracles; endeavor to 
excel them in all good works, and: pray for their conversion; and, by 
the education of the rising generation, the diffusion of the sacred Scrip- 
tures, the promotion of .all useful human sciences, the prevalence of 
true piety, the maintenance of our Protestant churches, and the power 
of the ballot-box, let us take away-their ability to do mischief, even 
should: they not be turned by these moral means unto the God of our 


salvation. - 

If the Almighty contiriues his favor-to this great nation, arid the Ame- 
rican people shall not madly destroy themselves through infidelity, im- 
morality, political ambition, and the virulence of party spirit, at the 
close of the présent century the number of our population, scattered 
over-our territory, extending from the Atlantic to the Pacific ocean, 
and from Canada to Mexico, will not be less than one hundred and 
twenty millions. Should a full proportion continue Papists, contrary to 
the intimations of prophecy, we should then have twelve millions‘of 
them in theological array against one hundred and eight millions of 
Protestants. 

Fear not, then, friends of the Bible, who found your theory and prac- 
tice of religion on that blessed book, and build all your hopes of heaven 
on the righteousness of Christ: for your cause is the cause of truth, and 
shall fill the earth as the waters cover the sea. 





ORIGIN OF FAIRS. 


Fairs must be of very ancient origin. The prophet Ezekiel speaks 
of. the Sabeans, who brought merchandize to the faits of Tyre. ‘That 
at Lyons is said to have continued from the time of the Roman Govern- 
ment. No doubt the periodical arrival of the caravans with their rich 
merchandize from the East, first gave rise to them. There were no 
stores kept in particular places, as they now are, and the merchants 
spent the greater part of their time in going for, and returning with, their 
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goods. ‘The distance which they had to travel was so great, and the 
journey so perilous, that they were obliged to take advantage of certain 
seasons; the saving of time, therefore, was all important with them. 
The period of their expected arrival at certain places, was well known 
to the surrounding inhabitants, and having, in the interim, prepared for 
making their purchases, they assembled at the times and places appoint- 
ed, where they found the merchants with their goods displayed in the 
open fields. ‘The bargains were soon struck, the people retired to their 
homes, and the merchants proceeded to another place ; or, having sold 
out, began another expedition. 

Historians say, that Fairs, in Great Britain, owe their origin to the 
celebrations of the anniversaries of the dedications of their churches, or 
of the days of the Saints to whom they were dedicated. ‘They were, at 
first, held in the church-yards; but this was prohibited by statute, in the 
thirteenth year of Edward the Second. 

Urged by various motives, the people flocked, in vast numbers, to 

- those festivals, and the keen-sighted and sharp-witted bishops and ab- 
bots, ever awake to any object that might be turned to the pecuniary 
advantage of the Church, were not slow to obtain charters, which au- 
thorized them to furnish the assemblies with articles of merchandize, 
to receive toll for admittance, and to grant licenses to others to vend 
goods, &c. 

For the sake of preserving order and good conduct, it was the cus- 
tom to administer an oath to every one before he entered the gate, the 
substance of which was, that he would neither lie, steal, nor cheat, 
whilst he remained at the fair. Weare not informed whether or not 
the same oath was administered, in like manner, to the venders of the 
goods. 

Fairs, we believe, still continue to be held in some parts of Great 
Britain and in Ireland. What son or daughter of the Emerald Isle has 
not heard of Donny Brook Fair? And on the continent of Europe they 
have been common and of great importance. The principal ones are 
held at Frankfort, Beaufort, Archangel, Leipsic, Bremen, and Lyons. 
They are held two or three times a year, and continue from two to six 
weeks. 

Fairs of this kind have been held in a few places in this country. 
We have often been at Salisbury fair, on the Eastern Shore of Mary- 
land, where every variety of merchandize, taken thither by pedlers, and 
by merchants, or their agents, from our principal cities, was exposed 
for sale in booths and stalls in an open space within the village, and 
every species of amusement that could captivate the people, was to be 
enjoyed. We have seen there immense crowds of people, on those 
occasions, congregated from the surrounding counties and States. This 
fair was held three times a year, and continued only two or three days. 

When or how the custom began of holding fairs within doors, and by 
young ladies only, we have not been able to learn. We hope, there- 
fore, that the fair ladies will not consider it unfair that we say no more 
of this species of fairs. 
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A RAY OF HOPE GLEAMS UPON US FROM THE IRISH ROMAN CATHOLICS OF BOSTON. 







































Our readers may be aware that in Boston is published a paper called 
the Boston Pilot, devoted to the religion and politics of the Roman Catho- 
lic sect. Its Editor is a foreigner, and it advocates in a most energetic— 
not to say furious—manner, all of those ultra and high-toned church-and- 
state notions, held and promulgated in papal countries in Europe, and 
has been considered the organ of the Papists residing in the city and vici- 
nity of Boston—especially those of foreign birth. Sometime last fall an 
article appeared in that paper in derogation of the character of native 
citizens of the United States, stigmatizing them as cowards, and alleging 
that whatever success had ever attended the arms of the nation was 
owing to the courage and skill and patriotism of foreigners, &c. This 
incensed many, and drew forth the severe animadversions and retorts of 
several presses ; and these caused a meeting of the Irish Roman Catho- 
lics, where resolutions were passed repelling certain charges brought 
against them and denying the “ Pilot” to be their organ. One of the 
resolutions was to this effect: 

“Resolved, That the assertions in the Boston Courier, that ‘ Catholics of foreign 
birth and education will vote precisely as their spiritual guides shall dictate,’ 
that ‘their belief is in the infallibility of the head of their Church, and have not 
abjured allegiance to that head—that they are the subjects of a potentate who claims 
and exercises jurisdiction over the will and consciences of thousands and hundreds 
of thousands of naturalized citizens,’ are by this meeting solemnly denounced as 
atrocious and unprincipled calumnies, proved to be such to the whole world, by 
the solemn and reiterated denials of all Catholic authorities, lay and clerical, of 
-the United States and Europe, and by the oaths of the Catholic people of Ireland 
and Great Britain.” 

Here is something gained. And if they would but continue to 
teach their people the doctrine held out in this resolution, and that it 
is really the doctrine of the Church, and not merely proclaimed in this 
way for effect, it would, doubtless, have a most salutary influence. But 
how shall we regard it, knowing as we do that much of it is at vari- 
ance with the teachings of approved Roman Catholic writers, and that 
the most important assertions in the resolution, are not supported by 
the facts ? 

We have italicized those parts of the resolution to which we mean 
to pay most particular attention. 

The resolution denounces the charge, that Catholics of foreign birth 
and education believe in the infallibility of the Pope, as an atrocious 
16 
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and unprincipled calumny. _ Now, they who adopted the resolution 
had a right to make this declaration if they’chose, in behalf of them- 
selves; but they step beyond the mark when they undertake to say so 
much for others, and especially when they appeal for proof, to the so- 
lemn and reiterated denial of all Catholic authorities. We acknow- 
ledge our surprise at this bold assertion, which is really, to say the least 
of it, incorrect. It can be ascribed to but one of two things—they may 
take their choice :—the grossest ignorance in themselves and a want 
of discretion to conceal it, or a design to impose on the ignorance of 
others. 

We know that Roman Catholic authorities are not agreed on the 
question of infallibility. Some hold that the Pope is infallible; the 
French have always disputed it. All agree that the Church is infallible, 
and that the Pope is supreme; but what it is that constitutes the only 
infallible Church, or rather, perhaps, where is solely and exclusively 
the seat of infallibility, has never been settled. Some say it is in the 
whole body of the faithful throughout the world; but this is palpably 
erroneous, because the laity have never been allowed a voice in any 
council: others say it is only in a general council of bishops; some, 
that it is also in the Pope when his decisions are tacitly acquiesced in 
by a majority of the bishops; while others insist that when he speaks 
ex cathedra, (from the chair,) the Pope himself is infallible. Indeed, 
there is much reason for this last opinion, because all swear obedience 
to him without restriction or qualification ; and we will not be so un- 
charitable as to suppose they do this with a settled conviction that all 
the commands which they are thus sworn to perform and keep, emanate 
from a fallible man. We, ourselves, have heard it boldly announced 
from Roman Catholic pulpits, that * the pastors are not like other men, 
liable to error.” Surely, then, it is not to be presumed, that the su- 
preme head is any thing less than infallible. True, they were Jesuits 
whom we heard make this declaration, and we believe it has always 
been the doctrine of that order. But let us examine the - authorities— 
Roman Catholic authorities. 

The Catechism of the Council of Trent, which al! Roman Catholics 
are bound to receive and obey, says, (page 296) : 


*¢ Superior to all these’’ (7. e. the various clerical orders just named) “is the 
sovereign Pontiff, whom Cyril, archbishop of Alexandria, denominated in the 
Council of Ephesus, ‘the Father and Patriarch of the whole world.’ Sitting in 
that chair, in which Peter the prince of the Apostles sat to the close of life, 
the Catholic Church recognizes in his person the most exalted degree of dignity, 
and full amplitude of jurisdiction; a dignity and a jurisdiction not based on 
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synodal, or other human constitutions, but emanating from no less an authority 
than God himself. As the successor of St. Peter, and the true and legitimate 
vicar of Jesus Christ, he, therefore, presides over the universal Church, the 
Father and Governor of all the faithful, of bishops, also, and of all other pre- 
lates, be their station, rank, or power what they may.” 


It is in consideration of this “‘ most exalted degree of dignity, and 
full amplitude of jurisdiction,” we suppose, that immediately after his 
election, on an elevated seat, with his feet upon the altar for a footstool, 
the ceremony of adoring the Pope is performed. Yes, adoration is the 
act, and the very name by which his subjects do not blush to call it; 
and that altar which they style “ the beauty of holiness,” and on which, 
according to their notion, the daily sacrifice of the Son of God is offered 
up, is made his footstool. Ought not the subjects of a being, entitled 


as they believe him to be, to all this, to consider him infallible, as well 
as supreme? 


The next author I shall cite, is Peter Dens. In his Moral Theology, 
vol. 2, No. 80, he says: 


“Tt cannot be that the Universal Church, obeying the Pontiff, may believe 
something as revealed, or may practice any thing as good, which is not such.”’ 
No. 81: “Many heresies have been condemned by the Pope alone, without the 
expressed consent of the bishops, and yet the condemnation of these has been 
considered as an infallible decree of the Church, and, therefore, those who dis- 
sented have been regarded as heretics.” ‘ Independently of the question con- 
cerning the infallibility of the Pope, it is certain that when the supreme Pontiff 
defines anything, and a plurality of bishops does not demur, it ts not possible that 
that definition can contain any errors.’ No. 89: “General councils, without 
the confirmation or approbation of the Roman Pontiff, are fallible, and have fre- 
quently erred.” No. 96: “ The Pope is sometimes said to speak or determine 
ex cathedra, but sometimes not, as a private doctor, or as replying to a particular 
question or case. 

“He is regarded as speaking ex cathedra, (from the throne,) when he speaks 
from the plenitude of power, prescribing to the whole Church any thing as a 
doctrine to be believed by faith, or observed in customs, or accepted as good or 
religious. 

*« The supreme Pontiff, just as an entire general council, may err in mere facts, 
or in things not concerning faith or customs.’’ ‘ He may also err, when he does 
not speak ex cathedra.”’ ‘The supreme Pontiff, determining from the throne 
matters relating to faith or customs, is InFaALLIBLE.”’ ‘Although the Pope is 
infallible, yet he ought not to neglect human and ordinary means, by which he 
may arrive at the knowledge of the truth of the thing in debate.” 


Du Pin, in his Ecc. Hist., 17th cent., p. 147, says: 

“ That in 1661, a Jesuit, of the Clermont College, maintained that ‘ Jesus 
Christ has granted to St. Peter and his successors, as often as they speak in the 
chair, (ex cathedra,) the same infallibility which he had himself ;’ and thence con- 
cluded, ‘that there is in the Church of Rome an infallible judge of controver- 
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sies, even excluding a general council, as well in questions of right as those of 
fact ;’ and this doctrine was afterwards supported by that whole fraternity.” 


The reader may see this more fully set forth in vol. I., Elliott on 
Romanism, p. 140. This author, same page, observes: 


“The Rey. Mr. Nolan, an Irish Roman Catholic priest, (Discussion at Carlow, 
Noverhber, 1824, page 94,) says: ‘Some Catholic divines, indeed, maintain that 
the Pope, in his ministerial capacity, speaking ex cathedra on matters of faith, is 
infallible ; and there are others who do not hold this opinion. But all Catholics 
know and believe that the Church is infallible, whether assembled in a general 
council of bishops, with the chief Pontiff at their head, or when dispersed 
throughout the world, her bishops receive and assent to the definitions of faith 
of the chief pastor. Every Catholic knows and believes this.’ ” 

“ Bishop Hay, in the ‘ Sincere Christian,’ gives two systems of infallibility as 
the true doctrine of their Church ; he then gives two additional systems respect- 
ing the infallibility of the Pope personally, and maintains stoutly that his holi- 
ness cannot err, and comes very near placing his opponents in the list of here- 
ties.” 


On the next page he quotes Bishop Hay, (Sincere Christian, vol. L., 
p. 184,) as follows : 

“Question. When the head of the Church publishes any decree concerning 
faith or morals, to which he requires submission from all the faithful, is he him- 
self infallible in what he teaches? Answer. This is not supposed as an article 
of divine faith, nor has the Church ever made any decision concerning it. Great 
numbers of the most learned divines are of the opinion that in such a case the 
head of the Church is infallible in what he teaches.” 


This is enough to show that so much of the resolution as affirms 
that all Catholic authorities deny that Catholics of foreign birth and 
education believe in the infallibility of the Pope, cannot be sustained. 

We will now inquire how far the authority of the Pope extends over 
the members of the Roman Catholic Church. And, first, we will take 
a look at the creed of Pope Pius IV, as it is quoted by Charles Butler, 
in his ** Book of the Roman Catholic Church,” an authority which all 
Roman Catholics respect : 

“ This celebrated symbol of Catholic faith,”’ says he, “‘ was published by his 
holiness in 1564, in the form of a bull, addressed to all the faithful in Christ. 
It was immediately received throughout the universal Church; and since that 
time has ever been considered, in every part of the world, as an accurate and 
explicit summary of the Roman Catholic faith. Non-Catholics, on their admis- 
sion into the Catholic Church, publicly repeat and testify their assent to it, with- 
out restriction or qualification.” 

There is but one article of this creed to which we take exception on 
account of its political bearing. Of the others we shall say nothing on 
this occasion. It is as follows: 

**T acknowledge the holy Catholic and apostolical Roman Church, the mother 
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and mistress of all churches ; and I promise and swear true obedience to the Ro- 
man Bishop, the successor of St. Peter, the prince of the apostles, and vicar of 
Jesus Christ.”’ 

** The mother and mistress of all churches.” That is—all churches 
have sprung from her, which is not so, and, that she has the right to 
command and rule them all, and they are bound to obey. This ac- 
knowledgment, we think, might have been aptly followed by this addi- 
tion, viz: and also, the mother of arrogance and impudence. 

The words—* and swear,” are none the less binding for being omit- 
ted in some copies published for the United States. Were half, or the 
whole omitted to be published, the pastors would, nevertheless, be 
obliged to urge the observance of every word of it, and the flock is bound 
to believe and obey. 

It is in vain to tell us that this obedience which they promise and 
swear to the Pope, is exclusively spiritual. We see no such qualifica- 
tion in the creed itself; and Mr. Butler tells us, it is to be received 
*¢ without restriction or qualification.” And what right has any but 
the Church—alias, the Pope—to interpret the decrees of the Church ? 
We have never seen such an authoritative interpretation, either in the 
form of a decree of a council, or a bull of the Pope. Show us one of 
these, and we will believe. But, until such an explanation is made, 
we beg to be excused for understanding the plain language of the creed 
as it stands,—‘without restriction or qualification.” And to show that 
it was formerly understood (and the Church has never changed) to im- 
ply temporal, or civil, as well as spiritual obedience, we will introduce 
a few Roman Catholic authorities. They speak of the extent of the 
Pope’s authority, which, of course, implies corresponding obligation 
on the part of his subjects. It is manifest that Bonaparte considered 
the Pope claimed temporal as well as spiritual jurisdiction over all in 
his fold, or he would not have been so particular as to introduce in a 
concordat an article expressly depriving him of all civil power. Soon 
after Bonaparte’s fall, the society of Jesuits was re-established ; and, 
with untiring zeal and industry they have never ceased to labor for 
the restoration of that power of which the Pope had been deprived by 
the Reformation and French Revolution, as well as their own, lost by the 
abrogation of their society and their expulsion from every European 
nation, in consequence of their grasping ambition, political intrigues, 
and crimes of the blackest kind. 

Every one knows that the Inquisition was a machine of the Pope, 
invented to give force and permanency to his authority. Once firmly 
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established—though, ostensibly, ** for objects purely spiritual ”—it very 
soon showed that all governmental sovereignty must be subordinate to 
papal power. Llorente, in his preface to his ‘* History of the Spanish 
Inquisition,” says: 

“This history will make known numberless attempts perpetrated by the in- 
quisitors against magistrates who defended the rights of sovereign authority in 
opposition to the enterprises of the holy office and the court of Rome ; and which 
enables me to state the trials of many celebrated men and ministers who defend- 
ed the prerogatives of the crown, and whose only crimes were having published 
works on the right of the crown, according with the true principles of jurispru- 
dence. These trials will display the counsellors of the Inquisition, carrying their 
audacity to such a height, as to deny that their temporal jurisdiction was derived 
from the concession of their sovereign, and actually prosecuting all members of 
the council of Castile, as rash men, suspected of heresy, for having made known 
and denounced to the king this system of usurpation. In addition to these in- 
tolerable acts, will be found accounts of their assumption of superiority over 
viceroys, and other great officers of state.” 


Now, if the creature claimed and exercised such authority, how 
much greater must have been that of the creator. And let it be re- 
membered, that Llorente was always a Roman Catholic. He was Sec- 
retary of the Inquisition, and lived and died in Spain. 

Peter Dens (vol. 2, No. 90, concerning the supreme Pontiff) says— 
in answer to the question: 


“© Who is called Supreme Pontiff, and wherefore? The Roman Pontiff, not 
only because he holds the highest honor and dignity in the Church, but princi- 
pally, because he has supreme and universal authority, power, and jurisdiction 
over all bishops and the whole church.” And again (Number 94) he says: 
*¢ All the faithful, even bishops and patriarchs, are obliged to obey the Roman 
Pontiff; also, that he must be obeyed in all things which concern the Christian re- 
ligion, and therefore, in faith and customs, in rites, ecclesiastical discipline, &c.”’ 
*¢ Out of France it is commonly affirmed that the Pope is superior to a general 
council.” 

Again (No. 98:) “There have been those, as Bellarmine shows, (Book 5,) 
concerning the Roman Pontiff, who ascribed to the Pontiff by divine right the 
most plenary and direct power over the whole world, as well in temporal as in 
spiritual things; but this opinion is rejected by all. 

“ Bellarmine, Sylvius, and others say, that the Pope has not by divine right 
direct power over temporal kingdoms, but indirect; that is, when the spiritual 
power cannot be freely exercised, nor his object be attained by spiritual, then he 
may have recourse to temporal means, according to St. Thomas, 22, 9, 10, a 12, s. 
q- 12, @ 2, who teaches thut princes may, sometimes, be deprived of their rule, and 
their subjects be liberated from the oath of fidelity; and thus it has been done by 
Pontiffs more than once.” 


What government is secure in its independence ? 
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Bellarmine, chap. 17, lib. 2, says: “The supreme Pontiff is sim- 
ply and absolutely above the Church universal, and above a general 
council, so that he acknowledges no jurisdiction on earth above himself. 
This is also all but an article of faith.” 

The council of Florence says: ‘To him in Peter full power is 
committed, by our Lord Jesus Christ, to feed, direct, and govern the 
universal Church, according as it is contained in the acts of general 
councils and in the holy canons.” But having the right to explain and 
define the canons and decrees of councils, as well as scripture, his au- 
thority may fairly be considered unlimited. 

Mr. Charles Butler, in his remarks on the difference of opinion be- 
tween Transalpine and Cisalpine divines, concerning the Pope’s author- 
ity, says, that “this difference of opinion exists now no longer, the 
Transalpine divines having at length adopted, on this subject the Cisal- 
pine opinions.” ‘This Cisalpine opinion is, that the Pope has no author- 















ity in temporals, or over a general council. ‘True, Mr. Butler does not 
cite a single authority to prove this change. And admitting it to be so, 
what does it signify that certain divines entertain certain opinions, whilst 
they and all the rest are bound under the solemn obligation of an oath, 
without restriction or qualification, to obey the Pope. How can citizens 
of the United States reconcile such an obligation with that spirit of 
freedom which should predominate in the breast of every genuine re- 
publican? ‘Tell us not that it is only a religious obedience. Only a 
religious obedience ! What is superior tothis? Is it not paramount 
to every other obligation? And who but the Pope has the right to de- 
cide between spirituals and temporals? If he issue his bull, ex cathe- 
dra, where is the individual among all his subjects that would dare to 
stand up and tell him he has exceeded his authority ; that what he com- 
mands is not a spiritual matter, as affirmed by him? Would not such 
a man be pronounced a heretic, and be excommunicated, much sooner 
than one who had robbed his neighbor, or murdered his friend ? 
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“ One of the coldest spots on earth is a church without devotion. What is it to 
me that a costly temple is set apart by everso many rites for God’s service, that 
priests who trace their lineage to apostles have consecrated it, if I find it thronged 
by the worldly and undevout. This is no church to me. I go to meet, not . 
man bodies, but souls; and if I find them in an upper room, like that where the 
first disciples met, or in a shed, or in a street, there I find achurch. There is'the 
true altar, the sweet incense, the accepted priest. These all I find in sanctified 
souls.’’—Dr. Channing. 



























































A Short Sermon. 








The following sermon, which appeared a short time ago in one of our daily pa- 
pers, may have been designed at the time, to have a special bearing. Be that, 
however, as it may, the sentiments are of a general character, and such as we 
would be glad to see every where prevail. We do not hesitate then, to adopt 
them and to transfer the sermon entire, to our pages: 


A SHORT SERMON. 





* Allrun, but one receiveth the prize.””—1st Cor., ix., 24. 
‘There shall be no reward to the evil man.””—Proverbs, xxiv, 20. 


No nation, more especially if it be a republic, can long enjoy prosperity and 
happiness unless they who have the conferring of offices resolutely and religious- 
ly make a virtuous life a prerequisite to the attainment of every honorable and ‘ 
elevated station. If men of vicious habits—men who: have lived long in the 
practice of things forbidden and comdemned by the holy religion of Jesus—can 
be exalted to the’ highest and most desirable places in the government, and that, 
too, by the suffrages of professing Christians, what incentives have ambitious and 
aspiring young men to cultivate and cherish the principles of virtue? If the re- 
ligious community, when they have an opportunity, pay no more respect to vir- 
tue than to vice, what hope can they entertain for future generations ? But how 
infinitely more deplorable is it when vice is preferred and exalted by them! 
What can they expect to the nation from a righteous anda holy God? It were 
the consummation of impiety and presumption, having thus merited the chas- 
tisement of Heaven, to expect a blessing. 

The path of virtue is toe rugged and thorny to be steadfastly pursued by any 
whose souls are not imbued with the spirit of a pure and undefiled religion, un- 
less a reward commensurate with the exertion await them at the end. He who, 
from love to God and man, looks beyond this life for his reward, needs not such 
incentives ; but the young man, to whom this present being seems everything, 
requires an earthly prize to cheer him on his rugged way—a light to save him 
from devious paths. Let it once be understood that the most honorable and dig- 
nified stations may be obtained without self-denial, without morality, without a 
single sacrifice at the shrine of virtue; and, from that moment, the moral power, 
the glory of the nation, is no more ; while, on the other hand, if it be irrevoca- 
bly determined that these things are prizes for them only who run the race of 
virtue with success, that nation will stand the galaxy of a benighted world. 

So long as-the Israelites were satisfied with that republican government which 
Jehovah organized for them, they were prosperous and happy; but no sooner did 
they cease to respect that piety and virtue which had always adorned their rulers, 
than they must have a king, selected without regard to those qualifications which 
heaven had approved ; and then began those troubles and disasters which only 
ceased with their destruction as a nation, and their slavery and dispersion. 

When the republics of Greece and Rome made it a practice to exalt men of 
immoral habits to those places in the government which had formerly been the re- 
ward of piety and virtue, such as Aristides and Cato possessed, how soon their 
glory departed, their independence vanished, and their nationality disappeared ! 

Let the people of the United States think of those nations, and tremble and 
profit by their example. 





ARDENT AND ANIMAL SPIRITS. 





“« Some flatter gin, brandy, and rum, on their merits, 
Grog, punch, and what not, that enliven a feast ; 
"Tis true that they stir up the animal spirits, 

But, may not the animal turn out a beast ? 


